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Note

The Motor Carrier Safety Improvement Act was signed into law on December 9, 1999.  This act established a new Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration (FMCSA) within the U.S. Department of Transportation (DOT), effective January 1, 2000.  Prior to that, the motor carrier and highway safety program was administered under the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA).

The mission of the FMCSA is to improve truck and commercial passenger carrier safety on our nation’s highways through information technology, targeted enforcement, research and technology, outreach, and partnerships.  The FMCSA manages the Intelligent Transportation Systems (ITS) / Commercial Vehicle Operations (CVO) program, a voluntary effort involving public and private partnerships that uses information systems, innovative technologies, and business practice re-engineering to improve safety, simplify government administrative systems, and provide savings to states and motor carriers.  The FMCSA works closely with the FHWA ITS Joint Program Office (JPO) to ensure the integration and interoperability of ITS/CVO systems with the national ITS program.
Baseline Issue 

It is important to note that this is a baseline document.  All sections included are complete and have been reviewed by JHU/APL, other DOT contractors, and state/federal government agencies.  All comments received to date have been incorporated or addressed.  

This document is disseminated in the interest of information exchange.  JHU/APL assumes no liability for its contents or use thereof.  This report does not constitute a standard, specification, or regulation.  JHU/APL does not endorse products or manufacturers.  Trade and manufacturer’s names appear in this report only because they are considered essential to the object of this document.

Note:  This document and other CVISN-related documentation are available for review and downloading by the ITS/CVO community from the JHU/APL CVISN site on the World Wide Web.  The URL for the CVISN site is: http://www.jhuapl.edu/cvisn/

Review and comments to this document are welcome.  Please send comments to: 

Ms. Valerie B. Barnes

JHU/APL CVISN Project

118 Park Avenue

Chambersburg, PA 17201

Phone:

717-261-0635

Fax:

717-261-0635

E-Mail:

valerie.barnes@jhuapl.edu 

Acknowledgements

The materials included in this guide are gathered from many sources.  Many of these are published documents, and these are cited as references.  But many of the ideas are also drawn from informal conversations, working notes, presentations and e-mails that have occurred during the course of the CVISN program.  The author is grateful to the FMCSA personnel who sponsored various aspects of the program, including Steve Crane, Mike Curtis, Tom Hillegass, Jeff Loftus, Doug McKelvey, Mike Onder, Jeff Secrist and Mike Schagrin.  She wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the Prototype States (Maryland and Virginia) and Pilot States (California, Connecticut, Colorado, Kentucky, Michigan, Minnesota, Oregon and Washington) in evolving many of the concepts described herein.  Several private companies have made key contributions to CVISN technologies.  The author also wishes to acknowledge the contributions of the individual JHU/APL CVISN team members who carried out the work of the program including Ron Char, Brenda Clyde, Wendy Chiu, Karen Goldee, Beverly Greenwald, Barbara Grimes, John Hardy, Tim Herder, Tom Hormby, Alan Mick, Ed Moses, Theresa Nester, Paul North, James Polaha, Kim Richeson, Beth Roberts, Joseph Sivilli, Karen Smith, Janet Spedden, Mary Stuart, Richard Waddell, Ray Yuan, and others too numerous to mention.

This Page Intentionally Blank































The Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory
Baseline Version 1.0
Page iv

